
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



9 8 Publications of the 

the fainter stars are included. Thus, expressing the total number 
of stars down to the magnitude m inclusive, by the well-known 
form a b m , b has been found to be 3.9 down to the ninth 
magnitude. 

It is also true for the lower grade of the Cordoba Durchmus- 
terung, as that includes a large proportion below the tenth 
magnitude. In this count of fainter stars, b drops at once below 
3: and averages 1.5 from 11 magnitude to 17 magnitude. If the 
ratio in the number of fainter stars fails to increase, it would 
appear to indicate that our telescopes are reaching the confines 
of the stellar system. And that in place of extending to greater 
depths, the smaller or less bright objects, intrinsically, within the 
limits already explored, are being brought within our ken. 
No hypothesis of this character admits of proof at present. 
If the stars are, in general, uniformly distributed, and if their 
brightness depends mainly upon their distance from us, the 
number of fainter stars should keep up the ratio. 

But we know that the brightest stars are not universally the 
nearest; and uniform distribution cannot be proved-. There is 
undoubtedly great variety of size, and probably of intrinsic 
brightness. Should a count of faint stars, based upon more 
complete material, fail to show more of an increase in number 
than could fairly be assumed as due to the variety of size and 
brilliancy of the stars in regions already known, it would seem 
probable that we are penetrating no farther into space. 

R. H. Tucker. 

15-Inch Refractor for the Observatory of 
koenigsberg. 

A private letter from Professor Hermann Struve, Director 
of the Observatory, notifies that there is a prospect that the 
Koenigsberg Observatory may soon possess a refractor of 
fifteen inches aperture. E. S. H. 



Suspension of the "American Meteorological Journal." 

The editors of the American Metereological Journal announce 
that the publication will cease with the number for- April, 1896, 
(which completes volume XII). The Journal has been carried on 
at a loss (which has been borne by the editors) and the present 
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step has been decided upon because there seems to be no present 
prospect that the periodical will be self-supporting. 

The Journal has been of distinct benefit to science in many 
respects and a credit to its editors and to the United States. Its 
suspension is very regrettable. But it is a wise step. There is 
no reason why private persons should bear the serious expense of 
producing it. The successive editors deserve, and will receive, 
the thanks of their fellow-men of science. E. S. H. 

Errata in Star Catalogues. 

BD. — 6° 5269. This star is stated to be in Weisse's Cata- 
logue of Bessel's stars, but is not found there. 

Weisse's Bessel I, 19" 1088. 

Runkle in his list of errata published in the Astronomical 

Journal, Vol. Ill, page 115, changes the Declination of this star. 

I used it as a comparison star in observing Comet c, 1895, and 

find that its place as given in Weisse's catalogue agrees with 

the Munich reductions of Lamont's observations of this star, 

and also with Bessel's original zone observations. Hence, 

Runkle 's correction seems to be erroneous. 

C. D. Perrine. 
Lick Observatory, March 21, 1896. 

Elements of Comet c, 1895, (Perrine). 

The following elements are based upon Mr. Perrine' s 
observations of November 17 and December 7, 1895, and March 
10, 1896, at Mount Hamilton. 

T = 1895, Dec. 18.32670 Gr. M. T. 
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Residuals for the middle pi; 
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Observatory, March 24, 
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